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THE HOPE OF THE CHRISTIAN. 
Spring is the season of hope and promise, when the 
joyous year has just burst from the bands of winter, 
and entered on a new course of fruitfulness, and a fresh 
dispensation of the rich bounties of the God of provi- 
dence and grace — 

" When the ga; troops of tvoodland choristers begin, 

In joyous thought, to plume the pm'nted wing; 

And try again the long-forgotteb strain. 

In music unconflaed." 

On a bright day, in the early part of April, we had 
been sauntering through the beautiful gardens at Glas- 
neTin, enjoying, with the songsters of the air, the glad 
promise of every opening flower and budding tree, and 
the refreshing shade of new spring leaves, and enjoy- 
ing, besides, a pleasure in which tlicy, ptrbaps, could not 
participate — the mirth and laughter of the little parties 
of children "who played upon the green slopes that lead 
to its tiny river and rustic bridge. As we left this scene, 
refreshed and gladdened, we returned by the avenue of 
stately yew trees, which is one of the ornaments and 
celebrities of these classic grounds. They are called 
Addison's Yews, and, in tlieir younger days, gave their 
shelter to Swift, and Steele, and Parnell, and Addison, 
when they visited the poet, Tickell, once the proprietor 
of the place. They are sacred to the memory of de- 
parted genius, wit, and fancy, and possess a deep inte- 
rest to the mind of every reader of national literature. 
As we traversed this avenue, we came to a boundary 
wall— a low wall, covered with ivy, and surmounted 
with lofty iron railings, which divides the paradise 
of flowers from the city of the dead, and reveals to view 
the long lines of headstones in a thickly-peopled ceme- 
tery. Frequently as we have passed the spot, it ever 
comes upon us with a fresh surprise, a sudden unex- 
pected change — we will not say, an unwelcome in- 
trusion. 

On the present occasion, though neither the time nor 
the season, nor our own frame of mind, were suitable 
to the mood of melancholy, but rather to the buovaiicy 
of hope, the view that was opened to us was anytliing 
but disagreeable. The place had lately become inves- 
ted with a new and deep interest in our mind— it contained 
the earthly remains of a dear Roman Catliolic friend ; 
and instead of turning from it witli the intuitive distaste 
with which the child of pleasure and the man of the 
world turns from the funeral procession that meets him 
in the streets, and obtrusively tells him, " prepare to 
meet thy God," or with the pang of despair that wrings 
the heart of an anxious survivor, as he sees the grave 
close over the body of an impenitent sinner; we could 
rather look, with a sober complacency, upon the spot 
where lay the eartlily tabernacle of one whose spirit, we 
believed to be at rest, and in the bosom of Jesus. Born 
and educated in the faith of Romanism, and never, per- 
haps, fully awakened to its errors or deadening teuden- 
cies, and too gentle for the field of controversy, her 
mind shrunk with an instincUve knowledge, or rather, 
a knowledge imparted by the unerringteaching of the Spi- 
rit of God, from placing her dependance upon any but 
Jesus. She would ofler no prayers to saints or angels, 
nor, under the pretence of venerating, would she wor- 
ship or adore them ; and in her last iUness, which over- 
took her in early life, her declared hope was in Christ 



crucified, and in him alone ; and all her virtues, and her 
merits, and her ceaseless charities, were, in her eyes, but 
as filthy rags, sinful and vile, unless as accepted ifi 
Jesus. 

We immediately left the gay gardens and made our 
way over to the graveyard, and wandered through its 
labyrinth of tombs and monuments, till we reached the 
place underneath wliieh were buried the eartlily re- 
mains of our departed &iend. Aa we passed along we 
met at every step the Agnus Dei, the representation of 
the Lamb of God, and the appropriate motto or 
legend with which the monumental tablets were sur- 
mounted — Requiescal inpace. It was indeed in no spirit 
of controversy or disputation that the solemn reflection 
suggested itself to our mind, in the midst often thousands 
of the dead, and standing over the grave of a beloved 
Roman Catholic friend — what is the peace which our 
Roman Catholic friends are led to hope f&r ? What is 
the rest which their church leads them to expect ? Can 
it be that after the Almighty God has forgiven every sin 
ever committed by us as to the eternal punishment, a 
temporal punishment yet remains to be inflicted, which 
the blood of Christ has not washed and cannot wash out, 
but the prayers and suffrages of the faithful on earth can 
accomplish the remittance of? And that after the 
eternal punishment has been done away with, we are to 
be purified in long suffering, and, like the wandering 
spirits of the heathen poet Virgil, to be 

" Pnrged in iirea 
** Till all the dregs are drained, and all the rust ezipires." 

Is this the rest and the peacA which the Christian 
church reveals to the departing servants of Christ? 
Is this the sleeping in Jesus in respect of wliich the 
Apostle. Paul, in I Thess. iv. 12 wd !3 (Douay Bible), 
desires the Thessalonians not to be sorrowful as others ? 
or can this be the blessedness of those whom the voice 
from heaven (in the Apocalypse of St. John xiv. 13), 
desired the Evangelist to write of, "Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord. Prom henceforth now saitli 
the spirit, that they may rest from their labours, for 
their works follow them." Is purgatory this rest ? Or 
was this the hope of St. Paul, when he says (2 Cor., 
V. I), "For we know if our earthly house of this 
habitation be dissolved, that we have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in heacen ?" Did 
Paul expect that on the dissolution of his earthly body, 
or that of his Corinthian brethren, he or they should 
be consigned to the fires of purgatory ? IVas this his 
confidence, as expressed in the same passage (8tli verse), 
when he says, " But we are confident, and liave a good- 
will to be absent ratlier from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord?" Was purgatory the presence of the 
Lord? 

This surely was not the hope held forth by our blessed 
Lord to the dying thief on the cross, who, a moment 
before, had joined with the other in railing at him. The 
expiring thief cried to him, " Lord, remember me 
when thou shalt come into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
said to him. Amen, I say to thee, this day thou shalt be 
with me in Paradise" (Luke, xxiii., 42, 43.) Nor was 
this the prospect which the first martyr of the church, 
Stephen, had visibly before his eyes, when, looking up 
steadfastly to heaven, he saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, and said, " Behold 
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing 
on the right hand of God," and with his expiring accents, 
he cried, " Lord Jesus, receive mi/ spirit." There was 
nothing of purgatory there, nor when Paul was declar- 
ing the time of his own dissolution to be at hand, did he 
take such a miserable dishonouring view of the mercy 
of God, and the suflSciency of the atoning blood of Christ. 
He cries, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith ; as to the rest, there 
is laid up for me a crown of justice.which the Lord, the 
just judge, will renderme in that day." But, it may be 
said, Paul was an eminent servant and martyr, and this 
glorious hope was not the common privilege of the hum- 
bler members of the Christian Church. Buthear St.Paul 

himself in the concluding words of the passage " And 

not only to me but to them also that love his coming." 
So that it is a crown of justice which the Christian who 
loves the Lord's coming is privileged to look for, and 
not the fires of purgatory or hell And why ? Because 



the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sik (1 John i. 7), 
and because, as St. Paul says, Romans t. I, " Being 
justified therefore by faith, let us have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ;" and in 8th chapter, 
V. 1, " There is now therefore no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to the 
flesh." 

Some of these texts suggested themselves to our mind, 
or, we confess, our reflections would have been mourn- 
ful ; we never could have thought the doctrine of pur- 
gatory anything but a cold consolation to the be- 
reaved friend, and disparaging to the stupendous work 
of redemption ; but having a better hope for our dear, 
departed friend who fell asleep in Jesus, we could joy- 
fully enter into the spirit of the prayer of thanksgiving 
which the burial service of the Church of England puts 
into the mouth of the assembled mourners, when they 
return thanks to Almighty God," for that it hath pleased 
him to deliver this, our dear sister, out of the miseries of 
this sinful world ;" and in another service, when we 
bless God's holy name for " all his servants departed this 
life in his faith and fear." 

We shall return to this most interesting subject 
again. 



PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD. 
We undertook, in our last number, to show> that the 
practice of praying for the dead, which we admit to 
have been very early practised in the ancient Church, 
off'ered no sufficient ground to support the doctrine now 
held by the Church of Rome on the subject of purga- 
tory. It is, no doubt, true that the doctrine of pur- 
gatory includes the practice of praying for the dead; 
but it is quite another and difl'erent question, whether 
the ancient practice of prayers for the dead necessarily 
included or implied the existence of purgatory. To 
that question we shall now apply ourselves in all sin- 
cerity, and, we trust, with an ardent desire to arrive at 
truth, and lead others into it. 

The first question is — for whom were those prayers 
used in the first tiiree centuries, and what was the cha- 
racter of them ? If wo find them used for the pious and 
holy men whose souls, according to the belief of the 
universal Church, were then in heaven or paradise, 
such prayers obviously do not imply the existence of 
purgatory, and we must look for some other object in 
praying for the dead than a delivery of their souls from 
a state of suff'ering in any such place. It may be diffi- 
cult to assign any one reason as the exclusive founda- 
tion of a practice which was not clearly referable to the 
Holy Scriptures ; but several may be assigned, all of 
which seem to have conspired to foster such prayers, 
long before the period at which thedoctrine of purgatory 
was generally believed, much less formally adopted by the 
Church. We shall refer to those reasons presently ; but 
first inquire, whether the prayers of the pious living 
were, as at present, offered up for the relief or delivery 
of souls requiring to be cleansed in purgatory by suff'er- 
ing the temporal punishment due to their sins com- 
mitted in their life, or whether the spirits of the 
blessed (who never were supposed to pass through 
purgatory) were also the subject of them. Upon this 
question there is conclusive and most satisfactory proof 
in the ancient liturgiesof the Church, nearly all of which 
pray for the holy fathers, and orthodox bishops that are 
dead, as well as all others who had departed this life in 
tlieir communion. The Liturgies of Alexandria, of 
Constantinople, of Theodorus, Nestorius, St. Ba4t,yf t 
Gregory, and St. Cyril, all pray for the faithful C ' 
and especially those of the sactr dotal order; w 
of the Church of Egypt ascribed to St. Basil,, 
Nazianzen, and Cyril of Alexandria, and tl 
Church of Constantinople, said to bo St. Chij 
include the Holy Fathers, the patriarchs,! 
apostles, martyrs, confessors, evangelists, ao 
souls of the just who have died in the faw,. 
cially Me ever blessed Virgin Mary, St. John the ^ 
St. Stephen the first martyr, &c., &c. Surely wji;«ifti, 
can affirm that praying for any of these implied tfias ' 
they were centuries after their deaths in purgatory ; and 
we must look for some other cause for mentioning them 
in those prayers. To explain this, it will be necessary to 
state, that, in the early ages, many diff"erent opinions were 
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held by lioly men, which all conspired to encourage the 
practiceSof sach prajelk, but none of wRIch opinioos were 
ever adopted into tlieichurch and do not afford amy foun- 
dation at the present dAy fur costinaiag such a-practiee. 
Fiat, some bcUevedihatell the dead ia Clirist would re- 
vive within the compass of a tliousand years, eouietooner, 
others later, according as they had lived better or worse 
lives on earth, and snch persons indnlged the hope that, 
by their prayers, they might Ijasten the felicity of their 
friends, and accordingly prayed for their' speedy rjshig 
in Ciirist's kingdom. Ottiers supposed that in the general 
conflagration of the world at the last day, ell men should 
pass through the fire, bat tlie better Christian any one 
bad been, tlie less he would feel the tormentof it, and 
these prayed for the dead that God would have mercy on 
tbem in that day, and not snSer them to be burnt, (not 
in the Are of pafgatory) bait in the final conflagration it 
the -enA of the world. OOiers believed tliat the soils 
ef just persons departed went not straight to heaven, litit 
were i^esorved in a certain place, wliere they earnestiy 
expected, and continually wjBtied for their absolute con- 
gammation with all tliefaithfalin Christ's kingdom, and 
these prayed that God would give them ease, repose, aRd 
refreshment in the boMta of Abraham, that they mtglit 
be comforted with the blessed company of the holy an- 
fjels and the vision of our Saviour Christ, till the so-much, 
wished-for day of judgment sl\ould come. <Jilicrs miglit 
be added, some of them fanciful enough ; but as the 
question is not whether the (ir8cti<:e of praying for the 
dead is either innocent, laudable, or availing, but whe- 
ther it necessarily involves a belief in such a state'of 
suffering, as purgatory is represented to be, we shall 
nat occupy the time of our readers by a repetition of 
them. The Church of lionie has, long since, discmitiimed 
all «uch prayers for the saints and martyrs, and substi- 
tuted players and invocations fo them in lieu of prayers 
for them. i.As an example, we mrty mention St. Leo, 
whom we referred to in our last numberr. In the an- 
cient missals, tlie church pr«yed for the soul of St. I>eo, 
which, at a later period, was changed into a prayer to 
God, by the intercession of St. Leo, in behalf of them- 
selves; tlius, by their new docirine making him an in. 
tercessor for u.*, wlio, by the 6ld doctrine; was supposed 
to need our prayers to intercede for him. Will any one 
say that St. Leo the Great was in purgatory durinj;: the 
former pofiiod, and tt»at it was only on hia escape from 
tlien<-e that lie became an intercessor ? If not, the con- 
clusion is plain, ttiat praying f»r tUe deflil, according to 
theikotrans of thenituieui^ fathers, did nut imply the ex- 
istence of any socli place as purgatory. Ami, liowliver 
ancient such priiclicea omy have been, tlwy, so far at 
lua:<t, must be suUnitted to be also aii/if»a<«<< and obso- 
lete, a<x;i«-dini,' to llifl mudurii doctrines and practices 
df tlie Chiarch of Bob*. Tliose who follo»tlie views irf 
Dt. Newiiian ivill, doubiless^ say. tliAt the true doctrine 
Of pMrgatory \<'as not tjisn diveloped—bat those who, 
in a more orthodox manner, base tluir creed on primi- 
tive traditions, nilegud to have been haiwled down from 
the times of tlie apostles tliemselves, will be obliged to 
look for soine better proof of an universal lielief in 
purgatory, in primitive times, than tlie practice of pray- 
ing fur ilie sainted dead ia the seuoiuVand third ceiitu- 
ricis. IVe tielieve that some few iii^itnnces may he found 
ID the writings of the aarly fittJiers, whith aiibrd sonte 
reason to tUink that they hopeit some good might even 
be done tod«{>Arted sioiMrs by the prayers and oblations 
of the survivors; but they are genernJly put twward 
rather arjiumentativcly andas expressing a piom hope 
(which Some even extended to tiiose sulft-ring the 
pains of hell), than as a settled tenetor doctrine of the Ca- 
tholicChnrcti, that such iwayers r<irf avail to relieving the 
departed from suffering, ntucli le«s tol'elieving orremov- 
ing them from such a place as the purgatory cow re- 
ceived in the Church of Borne.* They appear to 
have amounted at most to prayers, that God would 
forgive them their sins, accoinpalnied by tlie hope that 
tfcey miijht impart tomt consolation and comfort to 
Ifaeni, small Ihougli it miglit be ; and St. Gregory him- 
self (who at a later period gave countenance to the 
doctrine of purgatorial fire, as we have already stated, 
and who did not. die till a.d. 604), teaches expressly 
that " this is to be believed possible only so far as 
little (nay ^e least) sins, such as constant iJin speaking, 
inmodtrate lavghKr, or too great anxiety about private 
affairSjOriiKUMi-esMiiMa/ matters, the etrorvf ignorance- "f 

• Thm St. Cyril, of Jerosalnn, iwjrs--" I know Hiero «•« many wbo 
Mjt whHt rwod can \tAotntk sonj whj,?li is depurted out of tlTti life, 
nhetlier ■with sins or witlmat thoin, to be reriiemheraci in tliis suorlllce V 
Bnt tell me, I jiray you, if a Hnir liad sent into bmilshment snHic p«r- 
<*>ittUmt ttiid oi^Tideii Tiitti', and their I'ritmis shouM prerent hfm with 
#eRwm ctffiTfeit price to'fl^eiw bis fttii^r, miitht ii«t tlm kinp, on 
•Okt wcount, ahow B6fl>e fnvourto %iJe goiWy I'tranns ? So do we ild- 
tfWiS our iiraj-era to CHiil f»r ttftni who are dead, lliouph tiicv were 
JggW^lR«\)ypre»ntiTiKToTilmal»oWli, Bat hy offering up to him 
WMolio vai gMrificel' 'for onr «n», pnin>IN«ti(if liim wito i« >n 
MMMifcr Mm and fbr to," %x> 0|«il lUo*- *,D. tse.—Cxtti^ekis 
ij ll ir ^il l V. pi 328, Farto. 

,^i,^™* Gr«. Papie l.,<iHr>, Rok, I70*r tonji^ pk'IM. Oikl. 



Ifprayersor masses for the dead were Wow supposed to go 
Ho further than the remission of such dim as those, we do 
notconceive any greatcontidenoe would-be placed iatliem, 
nor any sufficient inducement to purchase these priestly 
offices at so large a sacrifice m is often made to obtain 
them. Were we to venture a speculation upon a sub- 
ject so difficult ns that of tracing the origin and pro- 
gress of what we ieem a metaphysiettl and theological 
error, we sliould,perhaps, say, that the practice of conri- 
memonitlng or ;ptaying for the faithfnl dead, ih the 
course of time, led pious men into praying for sinners 
also, in tlie Iwvft, rather than the bdief, that some sins 
miyht possibly be remitted after death, and that at last by 
degraes the notion of purgatory arose ; so that it would 
he ii;ore correct to say the doctrine of purgatory arose 
out of the praettee of praying tat the dsaA, t^an that 
pra; rs for the dead were founded en or originated out of 
the ■ijctrine of purgatory. \Te do not find any of the 
Fat'icrs of the first four centuries asserting that there is 
sucii a place as purgatory, much less stating that they 
possessed any tradition as to ft net to be foond in the 
written Wordef God ; and we beg tlreintelUgent reader V> 
observe, that we do not contend tliat the question is to be 
decided by the private opinions of the Fathers, or any of 
them, but tha t we refer to the Fathers merely asfaithwor- 
thy witnesses of high character, of what was lield and be» 
lieved in their times or those preceding them. Where they 
refer to any traditiom, we are'willing to credit that such 
a tradition then prevailed, bnt their mere reasonings or 
opinions we must be allowed to take, just as Cardinal 
BelUirmine and other Roman Catholic writers take 
them, as the reasonings and opinions of good and learned 
but fallible men, who not unfreqnently differed consi- 
derably from one another, more especially in the inter- 
pretation of the Holy Scriptures, to which, in theearliest 
ages they were constantly, if not exclusively, recurrinj 
as an autlwrity. An instructive example may be found 
in the dialogues of St. Gregory the Great, alrea;1y refer- 
red tti, in which he bases his defence of the doctrine of 
purgatory not on ancient tradition, but on a construc- 
tion of the passage in Matt., xii., 31, S2, wtrerein it is 
said that blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not 
be forgiven either in this tvorld, nor in the irorld to 
come — from which ho deduces (we think erroneously), 
that (here are some lighter sins which may be forgivea 
in t!ie world to come. Had \w known of an universal 
tradition handed down from the A'postles, is it possible 
that he could have omitted to refer to it as a well-esta- 
li.'hed ancient dottotne, instead of trying to account for 
it as a new discovery, only disclosed then because the 
world was near its close ? 
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BkituWiii Kntsetils «DiMu iiirii tiaiHs HMe <tuM<iia tgrmitur 
<Mban JMici»^>*eMa«ur. «•< uiwii'ih) qiMaaaaiaiMWiti (uiplr 
«l s »» n «« i« S M« n» ImrgMoWue Igals cr>««n Jatwt, pM«o<|iiadv»tllu 
<HeU, «uU» tl tnb la SaDcto Spiritu biaipbeintaoi dkeru,. ntH'K 'la 
Me'SMttIo TSdilktVKtr el, uvque la Mtoro. In i]ua aAnteiiiia datur 
«MlM|lr«ia<iaH«ilf«''*li«ewiut«,^iH>dm«tMkt«ttm<D'ro«s« 
* ' 1tn« MM; (■•<■» Omul, c«a«at>i ioMUMtas lutlil. 



HlJtTS TO THE WISE. 
" OiTiifatbars believed it, our priests brieve it, a grent 
many of our neighbours believe it, and therefore, if I 
believe it, 1 cannot be far astray." 

This is a very common mode of thinking and speafc- 
ing, but nndeserving of 1 he an me of argiiment. It 
strikes at the root of ail inquiry iii'tcr truth. The beaten 
track isfolloweil beuanse itis beaten, titongh there might 
be many sliorter and s*fer pathways up the mount«io 
or ocrtjss the moorland. The man enters tire emigrant 
vessel because he sees others of his countrymen enter 
it, and tl>ey go in because they see him going in ; and 
thus, witUaut examining whether or not their ship be 
sea-worthy, they huddle in, not knowing whether her 
timbers are water-tight or unsound. But surely this is 
not the course that prudence would point out. The 
careful, diligent, active man, who is ahoat to bring his 
faimly on board, and has a concern for the safety of his 
otvn life, will naturally look at the ship outside and ex- 
amine her within, and get every information he can as 
to her character, ascertain if tite captain be skilful and 
supplied with the best charts, and all other means neces- 
sary to' secure a safe voyage, if i t were fur no other pur- 
pose than merely to satisfy his own mind that all is 
right. But he that takes his berth because others do 
so, and, when a storm is near, feels no anxiety, because 
his captain is on board, and many others have confided 
their lives to his sopposed skill as well as he, should well 
consider that others may have embarked as rashly as 
himself, and tliat the captain having become fool-hardy 
from usage to the t»a, may have run great risks for the 
sake of gain, or (as hauaii passions lead men on to 
great blindness) for tbe sake of victory, should there 
liappen to be a rivalry between his and another ship. 

If men had shot tlieir eyes on all inquiry after human 
knowledge, as too oMuy Catholic laymen, we fear, have 
done in the case of Divine knowledge, in what a wretched 
plight would our world be placed ? The dackness of the 
.middle ages wtjold be ten-fold thicker, on acsonot of tbe 
snceessiTe incrostattoas of igtwcaace ; for it is a truism, 
tliat in natare thers.a Bsching stationary. We must 
citber progress- d» i l fam radie. Where now maaid be 

"" ■■ — ' — — — — - ' -i " ■"■ ■ — — — — .- — — .— . — . — 

^la 4« i|uilHisd«Ml ovbcadUur. Sed tafoan ut pnadlxl, Jm« lie panis 
tmhiiimit qutpoeeatii Bert pone credeadum est, aicut est^otlosus lamio, 
ItttoMdenitas risui, rcrl peccatum ears re! famltlarfs, que rlx slue 
aiflpa-vel «b ipUt «glau-, 4U< eulpaa qaalttar dMilMrr debetot 
acMwt i aat la won>(r»vlkila4rebiiaerrar iKiMmncte, 4fiflB.«ttacta %L\^m 
poet Borten ffrsTant aHadbuo In hac vita. poslti» mlaime faertnt 
relkxsta. Hoc umen. acleadum est, quia fUJc saliem aemimmij 
nlMl qoUqae purfnlfllill 'etmBeMl trial bssliliBC adttbui in tac 
sdMe rte{iMlti»usluireMiiMi(KP(aum(ut." 



the thousands of improvements in almost every sciepce? 
it were endless to name them. Tile noble science of 
astronomy will be a sufficient illustration. For nyany 
centuries &eJ'lokmttic system vta in catholic estima- 
tioo : if men had reasoned respecting this, orratlier sur- 
rendered their rights and powers of reason, as too many 
Roman Catholics do respecting the science of theology, 
where would our present knowledge of the gseatness of 
God's universe be? Let the persecutors of Galileo 
answer. 

But to try the matter in a simple case. Suppose a 
number of people to be on an island, detached from all 
communication with the rest of the world, and that an 
opinion prevailed among tliem that they were tlie only 
people in the earth. Suppose this opinion handed down 
from father to son, and iu no danger of being eorrapted 
by reason of a law, and that a stringent one, that no boat 
or ship should be built; so that the inhabitants are unable 
to put off from their island to discover whether or not 
there be other nations or other islands more bteseed «uid 
favoured than their own. In sucha case suspicions might 
arise in the minds of some who found pieces of foreign 
timber cast upon their shore, but still they must stifle 
such iiotions, for the law would tell them, and tradition 
confirm it, that there is ho other land but theirs, and 
that they must not venture from the shore, or they would 
be inevitably lost amid the world of waters. Who can 
doulit that many would believe it, either throngh a 
slavish deference to the law, though based on the igno- 
rance oi its folinders, or from a superstitious fear of drift- 
ing away on a shoreless ocean. And though some daring 
Columbus now and then should succeed in evading the 
coast-guard, anil reach some glorious continent over 
the waves, no doubt still tjic authorities woukl try to 
persuade the poor people that such have miserably per- 
ished, and that their letters, conveyed back to their igno- 
rant friends, were mere cheats and tricksof enemies wish- 
ing to allure some of the simple people to a similar fate. 
Is there nothing like this among ourselves ? Let those 
who prefer light, and knowledges and freedom, to dark- 
ness, ignorance, and slavery, answer. 



THE TALK OF THE KO AD—NO. IV. 
Welt., Father John did not curse Jem after all; at 
least, not this time. Maybe Father John thought it 
hard to take the bit out of the mouths of Jem's chil- 
dren ; or maybe there were too many to be cursed ; or 
maybe Father John had read the first number of the 
Catkolic Lavmak, and s.^w M'hat came of the priest 
cursing the miller. 

Bnt I'at and Jem did not know yet that the curse wias 
not going to be now, and so it happened, the next day, 
when they sat dovm to dinner under the thorn bu^, 
they began to talk <if it. 

" And what made him so angry, entirely ?" said Pat. 
" Sure we only wasted Mm to set us riglrt ; and if he 
would only take the trouble to teach us what is right, 
f ore we would be willing to be taught by him, and give 
him every respect. And sure if we just went on as we 
nseil to do, and never offered to learn anything at all 
abont God, or the Bible, or the Saviour of sinners, we 
Tvonid never get across word from ^im no more than 
some of the boys that thinks no more about religion 
than the horses and cows does ; and yet Father John has 
nothing but a pleasant word /or thetn; and I never see 
him get cross, entirely, till it's the Bible that's in it ; 
and what's the reason he was so angry ?" 

"Indeed," said Jem, "that's what I'm thinking of 
all daj' ; and there's something in it that's not right ; for 
ask him what I will ont of the Bible to get hiin to explsan it 
tome, or setmerigfat, its not about that thing he'll speak 
in his answer at all; just as if he did'nt care how far I 
went astray in it: but it's always the one anawerhe 
has, ' it's reading the Bible you are,' says he ; that's his 
cry ; as if the very name of it angered him so tliat he 
could not teach us anything ont of it at all." 

" And maybe that's just near the truth," said Pat. 
"Maybe it's little heknov»s it himself, and he's aCraid to 
take on him to teach it.'" 

"Well, Id think that too," said Jem, " only ihnt he 
gets so enr/rg about it. For when I Bee that look in his 
face, when lie hears of the Bible, it is'nt like as if he did'nt 
know it at all himself; its a deal liker as if he knew it 
too well, and that it would'nt be on his side ; and sure 
its that that would make him angry in earnest, and 
nothing else that I can see." 

By this time Jem was near the end of bis dinner, .for 
it was little that day, poor fellow, for he had the wife 
and eight children at home; and he was jtist going to 
peel his last potato, and little enough it was to keep 
him till night at his work, when his litde eon. Silly, 
(just four years oM), comes running up the piith, with 
his bright hair blowing in the wind, as preM7 M-fou 
could see. 

" Oh, what toSl I do with the childer at all, when 
S'athv John cnnes me?" sajv^em. And ivith tfiat 
KSy runs vp to bim ci^ag, " CHi, daddy, daddy, 
gimme a praty." 

" Se cifi' oat of that, yon yanng tbief, " sa^s PM, "land 
don't be takingf the dinner out of your daddy's tnovth." 

" Xksy, Pat," s>ys Jem, '* sore if it waaihe last^nty 
I Iiad in tb* world, orif L'd atveX'tat tupaHy i«ai]i. 



